Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Uniformed Services (CHAMPUS); partial hospitalization--DoD. Final rule.
This final rule establishes a CHAMPUS benefit for partial hospitalization and makes corrections and clarifications on other mental health issues resulting from implementation of recent legislative changes. The partial hospitalization benefit is being added at the request of Congress to improve the availability of mental health services under CHAMPUS. The intent is to provide a needed service at a lower cost than the full hospitalization rate, and allow more efficient use of resources for needed mental health care. Facilities must be certified and enter into a participation agreement with CHAMPUS and obtain the required preauthorization prior to admitting CHAMPUS patients. Applications for facility approval may be obtained from the Director, OCHAMPUS, or a designee.